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III. Local Administration
The Vichy Government has profoundly unsettled the whole
local administration of general or local interests by the suspen-
sion of the Conseils Generaux and the Conseils d'arrondissement, the
substitution of nomination instead of election for the municipal
corporations and the municipal councils of all communes with
more than 2000 inhabitants (2722 communes). The law of May
30, 1941, also deprived the members of these councils of all the
administrative functions they exercised in that capacity and ordered
that their places should be taken by individuals appointed by the
prefects. An official communique stated that "the object of this
reform is to remove from the administrative bodies concerned
such elected persons in the departments as are manifestly hostile
to the work of national revival. It by no means suppresses the
consuls generaux and the conseils d'arrondissement, whose sittings are
merely suspended" (Radio-Paris, June 30, 1941).
But the Government is very unlikely to stop there, for the great
idea of the regime is the re-establishment of the provinces. Immedi-
ately upon his accession to power Marshal Petain made known
his intentions in this matter, the chief argument put forward being
that it is easier to give orders to twenty governors than to ninety
prefects (Interview given by Marshal Petain to Candide, quoted
by Le Temps> November 13, 1940). Still more recently again, on
March 19, 1941, at Grenoble, the Marshal declared that it was his
duty to work out the "legal status of the provinces."
The scheme nevertheless, to say nothing of the moral objections
to which we shall return, comes up against undeniable difficulties
of a practical kind. The task of solving these was entrusted to a
commission of the National Economic Council presided over by
Lucien Romier, which about the middle of May had finished the
work of delimiting the provinces (Radio-Paris, May 17, 1941).
A semi-official communique" relating to the work of the com-
mission under Lucien Romier stated that the departement was to
remain the administrative unit. " It is the intention of Marshal
Petain's Government," it adds, " to limit the reform for the moment
to amalgamating some departments into provinces or regions,
according to their natural affinities. Once the framework of these
provinces is finally established, as well as the powers of the*
governors placed at their head, it will be possible to endow them
with local assemblies, whose formation, basis, and function are
still under consideration. Ultimately these bodies, which are
a kind of regional council to assist the governor, would be
brought to share more directly in the management of public
affairs." The communique concluded that "there could be no